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Preface

This book is about the notion of locality in phonology. Sounds assimilate
in terms of their phonetic properties to other sounds. There appear to be
restrictions on how far two sounds can be to show assimilatory
interaction. These restrictions constitute the locality conditions that this
book attempts to understand and define.

The work reported here is my 1996 Ph.D. dissertation, completed in
the Department of Cognitive Science at Johns Hopkins University, which
I have been given the privilege to publish as such. The text is almost
identical to that of the dissertation, with the exception of an updated
bibliography, an index, an expanded section on vowel harmony in chapter
2, and pointers to subsequent publications for the reader interested in the
development of this work. These publications refer to work by the author
or others whose work builds on this dissertation. 

New York City, New York     
February 1999     A. I. G.
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